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1 The accommodations listed in the tables below are drawn from (1) Accommodations policies of WIDA Consortium member states; (2) Accepted 
practice in language proficiency testing; (3) Consultation with representatives of WIDA member states who are experts in the education of ELLs and 
students with disabilities; and (4) Expertise of the test developers at the Center for Applied Linguistics.
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• Does the accommodation maintain the validity of the the construct of what the test measures (e.g., 
Test Administrator read text for the Reading Test would not maintain the construct of reading that 
is being tested)?

• Does the test administrator know how to accurately apply the accommodation? 
• Does the accommodation adhere to state policies for the accommodation of ELLs with disabilities 

on language proficiency tests?
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2 On ACCESS for ELLs a “folder” typically refers to 3 or 4 test items that share a common thematic focus.
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3 The use of highlighters may be available to all students in some states. Please contact your state educational agency if you have questions about the 
use of highlighters.
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Based on a careful consideration of the implications of Brailling ACCESS for ELLs, including experience creating 
a Braille version of the assessment in the previous testing cycle, WIDA strongly recommends that the assessment 
not be made available in Braille. We believe that to do so would change the nature of the test, seriously affecting the 
validity of ACCESS for ELLs scores. One of the most important reasons for this is the fact that a student’s proficiency 
in Braille confounds the assessment of English language proficiency. Furthermore, many of the test items cannot be 
“translated” into Braille as they are currently written. This changes the test. 

However, in the unusual circumstances that an IEP team determines that it is in the best interest of a student to make 
the test available in Braille, and it can be done locally, the following guidelines should be followed:

• The student must be Braille proficient so as not to confound English language proficiency with proficiency in 
Braille;

• Braille graphics will be included as this is a graphic-dependent test;
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• If the Braille graphics are also verbally described by the test administrator, such descriptions should 
be made in the student’s native language so as not to confound with English language listening skills;

• The student’s responses should be transcribed verbatim by a school staff member into a regular 
ACCESS for ELLs test booklet for scoring; and

• The writing assessment should be transcribed verbatim into the test booklet. 

• All test materials, including the Braille, must be returned to MetriTech, Inc. 
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Deaf and hard of hearing students, including those for whom American Sign Language (ASL) is their 
first language, can generally participate in the Reading and Writing sections of the test with few or 
no accommodations necessary. Lip-reading with spoken responses for those students who possess 
these abilities may be possible for the listening and speaking parts of the test. IEP teams should make 
such determinations on a case-by-case basis. Translating the listening and speaking prompts into sign 
language is equivalent to translating into another spoken language, such as Spanish or Arabic, and 
therefore is prohibited as it changes the construct (i.e., assesses proficiency in a language other than 
English) and invalidates the test.
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In the event of a student being injured, for example, his/her writing hand is broken, the test 
administrator should:

• Transcribe the student’s responses and have the student spell every word (if a student uses a word 
multiple times, it is not necessary to have the student spell that word every time).

• Have the student type (if injury allows) his/her responses with spell/grammar check turned off in 
the word processor program. 

• After testing is complete, the test administrator should mark on the back of the student’s test book 
that he/she used a scribe and put a note on the front of the booklet that the student has a broken 
wrist/arm or any other injury that prevented him/her from being able to write.
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